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Metal-Web Joists for use in
Standard and Enhanced Fire
Resistance Timber Frame

The UKTFA has developed the “Design Guide to Separating Distances for
Buildings during Construction”. This new guidance is primarily aimed at
developments in excess of 600m” total floor area and is designed to assist clients,
designers and CDM coordinators consider the risk of fire to neighbouring
buildings should a fire occur in a timber frame building under construction and
improve the building fabric’s defence against both accidental and arson attack

The guidance focuses principally on separating distances between a receiver
(existing building) and the emitter (new timber frame build) and has established
how wide these distances can be to mitigate the fire risk through newly defined
Category A, B and C constructions.

Category A has the widest separating distances and Category C have the smallest.

The full specification of tested and compliant wall and floor structures within
each category can be obtained from the UKTFA website, this Information Sheet
should be read together with UKTFA guidance.

Metal-Web Joists have been successfully tested and approved in 2 Category B
Constructions and one Category C Construction

Full details of the compliant Metal-Web Joist Construction together with the
substrate in shown in Table 1 overleaf.

This table will be updated as further metal-web joist solutions comply with
UKTFA requirements
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